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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 
Claudine Billoux is an Ingknieur-documentaliste at the central library of the Ecole 
polytechnique, Service Archives-Rkserve, created in 1983. Since May of 1983, 
she has been responsible for the entire reorganization of the inventory and the 
indexing of the historical archives of the school since its foundation (1794) and, at 
the same time, for the increment of funds collected from contemporary archives 
for distribution to the different services of the school. She has coauthored, with 
Nadia Bayle, the article “Le nouveau classement thematique des archives de 
1’Ecole polytechnique.” to be published in Revue d’histoire des Sciences. 
Maurice Caveing was born in Lyons, France, in 1923. A student of the Ecole 
Normale SupCrieure after World War II, he passed the competitive examination to 
hold teaching posts in LycCes, and then taught philosophy successively at Nimes, 
Rouen, and Paris. From 1968, a research worker at the French National Center for 
scientific research (CNRS) and teacher at the Paris-X-Nanterre University, he has 
devoted himself to the study of scientific thought in antiquity, both near-Eastern 
and Classical. He is Doctor of Humanities, and now a director of the Department 
of Humanities and Social Sciences in CNRS. 
John W. Dawson, Jr., is Associate Professor of Mathematics at the York campus 
of the Pennsylvania State University. A National Merit Scholar during his under- 
graduate years at MIT, he received his Ph.D. in mathematical logic from the 
University of Michigan. Following earlier work in axiomatic set theory, he has 
been engaged since 1980 in long-term studies of the life and work of Kurt Giidel. 
He spent the academic years 1982-1984 at the Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, cataloguing G8del’s Nnchlass. He is a coeditor of Gijdel’s collected 
works, now in preparation, and plans to write a biography of Giidel. 
Jean G. Dhombres is Professor of Mathematics at the University of Nantes, 
France, and specializes in functional analysis. In history of mathematics, his 
interests include analysis and approximation theory (Nomhre, mesure et continu; 
Nathan, 1978, Paris), and also the evolution of scientific communities. He is editor 
of Sciences et Techniques en perspective, a journal devoted to science around 
1800. 
Javad Hamadani-Zadeh is Associate Professor of Mathematics at Sharif Univer- 
sity of Technology, Tehran, Iran. He received his Ph.D. in mathematical educa- 
tion from Teachers College, Columbia University, in 1976. The areas of his re- 
search are mathematical education and the history of the Islamic exact sciences. 
Jan P. Hogendijk is a visiting assistant professor at the History of Mathematics 
Department, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island. His main research 
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interests are Arabic mathematics and Greek mathematics in Arabic translation. 
Hr;: has recently published an edition with translation and commentary of Ibn al- 
Hliytham’s reconstruction of the lost Book VIII of the Conies ufApollonius. 
Peter 0hrstr8m received his Ph.D. in the history of ideas in 1980. He teaches 
pI ilosophy of science in the History of Science Department, University of Aar- 
hi s, Denmark. His current research is directed to the role of the concept of time in 
the sciences. 
Kjtipa Nath Sinha is a reader in the Department of Education of the Kalyani Univer- 
sity, West Bengal, India. His doctoral dissertation in education was on the effec- 
ti\,eness of some indigenous mathematical techniques for improving the basic 
m&hematical skills of Indian schoolchildren. He is interested in Sanskrit literature 
or mathematics. His nine published research articles on this topic include an 
English translation of Sripati’s Ganitatilaka with introductory notes recently pub- 
lii,hed in the Gar;tita-BhBrati. 
Jqn A. Van Maanen is a research assistant at the Mathematical Institute, Utrecht, 
where he obtained his master’s degree in mathematics. He is currently preparing a 
th:sis on the history of mathematics in the Netherlands in the seventeenth cen- 
tu-y. 
DPnald B. Wagner received the B.Sc. degree in mathematics from MIT in 1965 
and worked as a computer programmer and technical writer there and at A/S 
Regnecentralen, Copenhagen, until 1971. He began studying Chinese at the Uni- 
versity of Copenhagen in 1968, and received the cand.mag. degree in 1976. He has 
p4 blished several articles on the mathematician Liu Hui and on ancient Chinese 
tei:hnology, and is collaborating with Dr. Joseph Needham on the volume on iron 
and steel for Science and Civilisation in China. 
